Guest Information

Facilities at Makanyane

Makanyane Luxury Safari Lodge can accommodate a total of sixteen guests. Accommodation comprises eight double thatched luxury suites, each with it’s own en-suite bathroom. All suites have a private sun deck with a spectacular view of the surrounding bush. Each room has an interior and exterior shower, fireplace, mini bar, fridge, coffee making facilities, mini-safe, air conditioning, heating, overhead fans, direct dial telephones, private lounge, game viewing deck and sun deck.  Bathrobes, hairdryers, insect spray, mosquito repellent, sun block, shampoo, conditioner and body lotions are all available in the suite. International adapters are available.

Facilities at the Main Lodge include a bar, lounge, dining room, open air Boma, curio shop, heated filtered swimming pool, spa, gym and wine cellar.  The curio shop stocks bush wear and African artefacts as well as film and batteries.

Activities

Activities at Makanyane revolve around relaxing your body and mind and experiencing the rich details of your surroundings. 

Relax by lounging at our heated swimming pool, strip away the stress of city living with a massage or aromatherapy on your private deck or in our bush spa, unwind by exercising in our bush gym, or simply catch up on your quiet time by selecting a book from our library and settling down in our den to read. 

To experience the vibrant bush life around you, allow yourself to be led through Madikwe’s 75 000 hectare environment, either on foot or in an open vehicle. Watch the wildlife, oblivious to your presence, from one of our bush hides overlooking a waterhole or facing plains that stretch to the horizon. You could even sleep out under the stars while nocturnal life continues around your secure, elevated deck.  

The Game Drives

After settling into the open vehicle specially designed to ensure your comfort and safety, your guide will take you to see the unforgettable sights of the African bush. Travelling through Makanyane’s completely private 18 000 hectares and the 75 000 hectares of the Madikwe Reserve, your guide will share their wealth of knowledge with you, from the fascinating private life of the dung beetle to the intricacies of the wild dog’s social system. A maximum of eight people in the vehicle ensure that you receive the guide’s individual attention and enjoy an unforgettable experience. The afternoon drive, after a brief stop to enjoy a sunset drink, continues into the night, a shielded spotlight revealing the nocturnal denizens of the bush. 

Game drive times are flexible, with the drives going out at a time chosen by the guests. Spontaneous drives may also go out in response to animal activity near the lodge. If lions roar near the camp during dinner, expect an invitation from your guide to go into the night in search of them.

Subject to availability, you may request the sole use of a game viewing vehicle and guide.

 The Game Walks

To get even closer to your surroundings, game walks are offered in place of, or in addition to, the game drives. Armed and experienced rangers will lead you along game paths, in the footsteps of the animals, allowing you to experience the thrill of walking through this wild environment.  Walking will allow you to appreciate the stillness, the quiet and the beauty of the African bush and to examine the sights and sounds less obvious from a vehicle.

The Hides

Makanyane has a number of hides where guests may relax and watch animals and birds going about their lives. One hide has a breathtaking view across a wide expanse of savannah; the sweeping view of the grasslands is encircled by distant hills. Enjoy a quiet drink while watching elephants stride through herds of waterbuck, zebra and impala grazing quietly under the vast African sky. You may even see lion or cheetah moving through the grass, their vigilant gaze searching for their next meal.  Another hide overlooks a secluded waterhole where elephants and other animals come down to quench their thirst and wallow in the cool mud.  Alternatively, lounge by the lodge’s swimming pool, high above a stream-fed waterhole and wait for the animals and birds to come down to the water.

The Star-View Sleep Out
Feeling adventurous? Somehow reluctant to surrender to the luxury of your suite? Makanyane offers guests the ultimate nocturnal bush experience, sleeping out under Africa’s stars surrounded by the sounds of the bush, unobstructed by walls and roofs.  To allow guests to experience the ambiance of the bush at night, beds will be made up on the upper deck of a hide hidden deep in the bush, next to a waterhole. Allow yourself to fall asleep seduced by the lullaby of roaring lions, crying jackals and laughing hyenas. (Weather permitting). 

The Gym

Makanyane has a fully equipped, air-conditioned gym. Work up an appetite for your next sumptuous meal in this state of the art facility. 

The Bush Spa

An ideal way to sooth away the stress and strain of everyday life is to let our trained masseuse pamper you. Surrender to a massage or to aromatherapy, either your private deck or in the secluded bush spa. 
Bush Barbecues and Bush Breakfasts

Makanyane’s delicious dinners may be served out in the bush, isolated from any trace of civilisation. Sit back next to a blazing fire, only the light of the lanterns hanging in the trees standing between you and the bush, the aroma of the delicious food mingling with the fresh air as stars blaze above you. Toast marshmallows over the fire’s dying embers as you discuss the sights and sounds of another unforgettable day. Even breakfast could be served in the bush, with tasty food sizzling over the open fire, the scent of fresh coffee mingling with wood smoke.

Specialised Activities

Certain specialised activities will be held from time to time. Experts in various fields will be invited to Makanyane to give intensive talks and demonstrations on various subjects such as astronomy, cuisine, trees, birds and animal behaviour. These specialist activities will be promoted on the website in advance and are not to be missed, so book early in order to avoid disappointment. 

Air conditioning and heating

Each suite has air conditioning and fans – extremely important for the summer, as well as heating for the winter when temperatures can drop to below -5 degrees.

Communications

Internet access, satellite television and fax are available.

Arrival and Departure Times

Suites are available from 14:00 and must be vacated by 11:00 on the day of departure for the convenience of arriving guests.  Late departure times can be arranged at the lodge, subject to availability of suites.

Gate Times

Makanyane Safari Lodge’s private gate will be attended in anticipation of guest’s arrival. Please state your estimated time of arrival when making your reservation.  If at all possible, please confirm your time of arrival by contacting the lodge on the day of your arrival.

Private Game Viewing Vehicles

All safaris are taken in open Land Cruisers with a maximum of eight guests per vehicle.  It is possible to hire a vehicle on a private basis, subject to availability.  Prices are available on request.

Meals

Breakfast and lunch will be served in the dining room or on one of the decks at the lodge.  Dinners may be served in the Boma, on the deck overlooking the waterhole at the lodge or in the bush.  

Catering Requirements

Please let us know in advance of any special dietary requirements and we will do our best to supply this.  Please also let us know if you are celebrating a birthday or special occasion that you would like us to cater for.

Our kitchens are able to provide vegetarian, kosher, and halaal meals. 

Drinking Water

All water at the lodge is filtered to the highest standards and is safe for drinking.  Complimentary bottled water is provided in all rooms.

Seasonal Safari Timing

Safari times will be arranged to suit guests’ needs and to take account of prevailing weather conditions and movement of wild life.  However, the average day may be structured as follows:

	
	Winter Safari Times
	Summer Safari Times

	Wake Up
	07.30
	05.00

	Tea/Coffee and Snacks
	08.00
	05.30

	Depart on Game Drive/Walk
	08.30
	05.45

	Return and Breakfast/Brunch
	11.30/12.00
	09.00/09.30

	Various Guest activities e.g. walks, animal viewing from the hides, pool, gym, massage
	12.30
	10.00/10.30

	Lunch
	On request
	13.30

	Tea/Coffee/Cakes
	15.00
	16.00

	Afternoon/Evening 

Game Drive
	15.30
	16.30

	Return Safari/Dinner
	18.30/19.00
	19.30/20.00


Items to remember to bring for your safari

Dress informal.  Neutral colours recommended

From November to March, bring casual summer clothes.  A warm jersey/sweater is recommended for the cooler morning and evening temperatures

From April to October, bring casual light clothing.  You will need a very warm insulated or padded jacket for the cold morning and nights.  Hat, scarf and gloves are recommended

Comfortable walking shoes, track shoes or boots are useful for the bush walks

Sandals are useful for walking around the lodge and pool area

Shorts and T-shirts are needed all year round for the warm midday period

Swimming costumes

Sun block, insect repellent, sun hat, sunglasses and lip balm are recommended.  Sun block and insect repellent are provided in each suite and in the game viewing vehicles. The curio shop has a range of toiletries and clothing for sale.

Cameras, binoculars, video cameras, batteries and films are recommended.  The curio shop sells most types of films and batteries.  Batteries can be charged in your suite.  Electricity voltage is 220v 

Unfenced

The lodge is unfenced. Rangers or security guards will escort you to your suite when it is dark.

Length of Stay

We recommend a minimum length of stay of 3 nights.  However in our view this is still far too short!

Health Matters

Makanyane Luxury Safari Lodge is situated in a malaria-free game reserve and therefore no anti-malaria precautions are required. Please consult your doctor on the latest health precautions that may be needed.

Payment

Payment for your accommodation can be made through your travel agent or through electronic transfer or bank deposit directly to the lodge’s account. Any extra expenses such as bar or curio shop expenses can be settled at the lodge.

The lodge accepts Visa, Master, Diners Club and American Express Credit Cards.

The Per Person Per Night rate includes all accommodation, all meals, two game drives daily, a bush walk, a welcome drink, all drinks on game drive, all tea, coffee, laundry, all meals and our fantastic service. The rate excludes telephone calls, curio shop purchases, personal bar and gratuities.  

Emergency Medical Cover

Emergency medical evacuation cover is included in your accommodation rate.  This guarantees all reasonable, practical assistance in obtaining primary or emergency medical services for an insured person who suffers illness or injury. Please note that this is evacuation insurance only and does not replace the normal travel insurance.

Best Time to Travel

All year round. Game viewing is often at its best from the end of March to the end of September due to the vegetation being less dense and the game tending to congregate around waterholes. Bird life is best from November to February when the migrant bird species, in addition to the resident species, are found in the reserve.

Rainfall is mostly in the summer between October and March.

The Weather
In South Africa the average number of sunshine hours is amongst the highest in the world.  In the summer the temperature varies from 10°C (50°F) at night to 40°C (104°F) in the heat of the day.    Winters are mild with a daytime temperature that is normally above 20° C (68°C). At night it gets considerably colder with the temperature dropping below –2°C (27°C). Temperatures tend to drop drastically just after sunset. 

Seasons at Makanyane Luxury Safari Lodge – a brief description

Spring – September to November

Temperatures range from 10°C (50°F) to 30°C (86°F) during the day and from 5°C (41°F) to 10°C (50°F) during the night.

Spring is the height of the dry season. Many of the trees begin to blossom in September as the days become hot again. The first blossoms that appear are usually those of the Black Thorn (Acacia mellifera), followed by the Camel Thorn (Acacia erioloba) and then the heavy scented Blue Thorn (Acacia erubescens). In October there may be thunderstorms in the afternoon as the bush anticipates rain and the grasses begin to grow again.  By November the chances of afternoon showers becomes greater. The bush now generally appears green, with the migrating birds arriving to take advantage of the abundance of summer. Some species like the Yellow billed kite (Milvus migrans), usually the first to arrive, may have come from as far away as the Middle East, while others such as the Pygmy Kingfisher (Ispidina picta) will have come from central Africa. Because the bush is still generally very dry, game tends to concentrate around major waterholes and rivers, making game viewing in these areas particularly good.
Summer – December to March

Temperatures range from 15°C (59°F) to 40°C (104°F) during the day and from 15°C (59°F) to 20°C (68°F) during the night.

The hot days are often interrupted by spectacular afternoon thunderstorms that are as brief as they are intense. Rain seldom interrupts game drives, although protective ponchos are provided just in case. A clear indication that summer has arrived is the piercing call of the Woodlands Kingfisher echoing along the river valleys.  During December and January many of the antelope species give birth to their young. Young Impala, having just got the hang of all four legs, become a familiar sight as they frolic through the lush grass, their mothers keeping a watchful eye for the ever present predators. The bush is now many shades of green, the trees covered with thick foliage, the grass long and dense. The total amount of rainfall during the entire season varies between 300 mm and 600 mm. February is the hottest month of the year. Depending on the amount of rain, the well-known maroela fruits ripen during February and March, providing a feast for the elephants. The heat is less intense towards the end of March and the chance of rain lessens.  As summer ends, the migratory birds start to leave – normally the first to depart is the European Bee-eater (Merops apiaster), which may migrate as far as Russia. 

Autumn – April to May

Temperatures range from 10°C (50°F) to 30°C (86°F) during the day and from 5°C (41°F) to 10°C (50°F) during the night.

In April the bush begins to get dryer, the vegetation becoming less dense and the grasses begin turning brown under the sun. The temperatures start dropping at night but the daytime is still warm.  Scattered thunderstorms are still occasionally experienced in the afternoon.  The Bushwillows start changing their colours from green to yellow and brown.  May is the most definitive of the transformation from summer to winter and the turning point of the year. The temperature difference between night and day becomes more pronounced, the evenings require warmer clothing, but the days are delightful.  The deciduous trees start to lose their leaves and the bush has a more open feel to it, with the visibility through the trees improving.

Winter – June to August

Temperatures range from 5°C (41°F) to 25°C (76°F) during the day and from below –2°C (27°C) to 10°C (50°F) during the night.

June and July are the mid-winter months, not only the coldest time of the year, but by now most of the surface water has dried up. It is during the winter that the bush really opens up and allows for the easiest game viewing. The cooler days can result in predators being far more active during the day than they are during the rest of the year. Elephants, rhino and buffalo make daily journeys to available water to drink. The cold nights mean that many of the nocturnal animals become active far earlier, making a sighting of them more likely. August in Madikwe is a very dry month, restless wind shaking the last of the leaves from the deciduous trees. The days begin to be warmer with animals tending to congregate around the few remaining water filled pans and dams, providing excellent game viewing. However, the nights are still chilly and warm clothing is highly recommended.
Wildlife

Madikwe Game Reserve has an astonishing array of wildlife. Elephant, rhino (black and white), lion, leopard, buffalo, wild dog, cheetah, giraffe, zebra, hippo, brown hyena, spotted hyena, springbok, eland, kudu, wildebeest, warthog, crocodile and Chacma baboon are some of the larger species to be seen. Smaller species include rock dassie, African civet, genet, bush baby, porcupine, and aardvark. Madikwe is also a superb area for bird watching, with over 350 species being identified in the area.

Local Culture

The local tribe is the Tswana people, a tribe with a rich, fascinating cultural history. The Tswana are well known for their wonderful sense of rhythm and wealth of choral songs, which they will happily share with guests at the lodge. 

The Staff

Attentive, unobtrusive and happy to oblige, the staff at Makanyane Safari Lodge are dedicated to giving guests personalised service at all times.  

Makanyane’s field guides have undergone intensive training and have an in depth knowledge of African flora, fauna, natural history and ecology. The guides are not only sensitive towards the needs of their guests, but also towards the bush and its inhabitants, ensuring that guests receive an ecologically sound and informative experience. The guides are well versed in the conservation and habitat managing policies of the Madikwe Game Reserve and are accredited by FGASA (The Field Guides Association of South Africa) and THETA.

Our highly trained chef and kitchen staff will provide you with delicious pan-African meals with minute attention to detail. Excellent wines are selected throughout South Africa to accompany your meal.

All the staff at Makanyane work together to ensure that you have an unforgettable experience during your stay with us. You may arrive as a guest, but you will leave as a friend.

Children

We regret that we are unable to accommodate children under 12 years of age unless the lodge is block booked by a group or a family. Extra beds cannot be provided in the suites.
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